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although tlie depreciated currency in European countries
is causing difficult competition from rival French, Ger-
man, and Italian makes. Hardware, typewriters, office
supplies and motion pictures are largely American. The
great variety of cheaper grade novelties come from cen-
tral Europe. Turkey's imports within the nest few years
are not likely to he up to prewar volume on account of
the readjustment of the internal economic situation, the
reduced purchasing power of the inhabitants, and the
promulgation of the high customs tariff which in the
case of many articles is practically prohibitive.
TTntil 19:23, the naming of customs duties was largely
controlled by the Powers represented on the Council of
the Ottoman Public Debt, with the subsequent approval
of the Government, The prime objective was revenue
xather than the protection of native industries. In 1907,
the uniform ad valorem rate of 8% was raised to 11%
{the additional amount to accrue to the Debt Adminis-
tration), Increased to 15 c/c In 1914, and to 30% in 1915.
On its own initiative, the State enacted a specific tariff
in September, 1916; but this action was not officially
recognized by the Foreign Powers until the Treaty of
Lausanne, although as a matter of practice Levantines
and others, during 1918-1922, paid duties according to
the schedule in preference. The reason was simple: by
paying in the depreciated Turkish paper currency, the
average charge amounted to somewhat less than half the
prewar 11% ad valorem duty. The present tariff sys-
tem, which is being incorporated in commercial conven-
tions, Is that "which came into operation on September
1, 1916," duties to be paid in Turkish paper inoney, but
with coefficients that were in force on March, 1923, when
the pound sterling exchanged at 745 paper piastres
(there are 100 piastres in a Turkish pound). For exam-
ple, the convention signed at Lausanne provides that the
following articles are subject to coefficient 9,—potatoes,

